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** international compost week 6 – 12 May 2007**
A national first in Gloucestershire for a heap of Composting Support 
Gloucestershire is set for a greener future with the appointment of nine composting officers to help householders in the county make or use compost over the next two years. National composting experts say this level of investment at a county level is a first in the UK. 
Furthermore the employer of these officers is not a local authority but Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (1), a local environmental and sustainability charity. The Trust has been running a Don’t Waste Wildlife project (2) for the last four years and this next phase has been possible through £50,000 of funding from the Big Lottery Fund’s Community Recycling and Economic Development (CRED) Programme. 

Seven new composting officers have started this month each focusing on one of the six districts within the county with another two officers overseeing this exciting new phase of the Don’t Waste Wildlife project. It is a unique project designed by the Wildlife Trust to link the benefits of composting and sustainable living with wildlife-friendly gardening. Over the last four years more than 6,000 households have participated in the project, some 70% have taken up composting and over 50 volunteer compost champions have been recruited as a result of the initiative.  

“There is no other county in the country which has this level of composting support” says Rosalind Cookson who has been managing the project for the past four years. “The issue of what people can do with their waste is at an all time high as many Council’s across the country discuss alternate weekly collections. Composting is an important part of the solution because the waste never leaves the home and instead can be used in the garden as part of a wildlife-friendly approach to gardening.”

The Community Composting Network (CCN) (3) , a national charity providing information and support to new and existing community composting projects has welcomed the news. Cath Kibbler from CCN said “This is brilliant! Nine composters in a county is a UK record (if not a world record). Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust is the first ‘community sector’ project which I know of providing this level of support.” 
A recent report ‘Dealing with Food Waste in the UK’ (4) has acknowledged the important role that promoting composting at a community level brings to local authorities concerned about reducing their levels of waste to landfill and the potential threat of EU fines if they don’t reach targets. The report says ‘where home composting is promoted intensively by local authorities the financial costs…are lower’. 
Rosalind at the Trust goes on to say “Our composting officers will be all over the county for the next two years making sure that everyone who can compost is doing so and finding local solutions for those that can’t. As part of international compost awareness week, our new composting officers will be out and about promoting the project, recruiting compost volunteers and raising awareness of good composting techniques. Those who can’t manage to meet the new officers but are interested in receiving a free ‘How to Compost’ pack including information about how to get a bin for £8 and, for Compost Awareness week only, a free packet of sunflower seeds can call 01452 313761 or email compost@gloucestershirewidlifetrust.co.uk .”
**ends**
For more information contact Natalie Beecham, Deputy Chief Executive 
on 01452 389951/07758 350827 or Rosalind Cookson, Don’t Waste Wildlife manager 
on 01452-389962.  

Editor Notes

1. Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust is a countywide charity which manages 73 nature reserves covering over 2,500 acres in addition to identifying key sites of nature importance.  Our aim is to secure a natural environment  which the people of Gloucestershire and visitors to the area can enjoy for generations to come. WE have a local membership of some 19,000 people and work with 300 regular volunteers who give their time to support the Trust’s work. Further information can be found on our website: www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

2. The Don’t Waste Wildlife project has been awarded £157,528  by the Big Lottery Fund’s Community Recycling and Economic Development (CRED) Programme. The CRED Programme is managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT) and nine consortium partners on behalf of the Big Lottery Fund’s Transforming Waste initiative.  The Programme will award £36.5 million of Big Lottery Fund money in grants of between £50,000 to £300,000 to community based recycling, reuse and composting initiatives in England before the end of 2007. CRED closed to new applicants on 1 August 2005. cred@rswt.org; www.rswt.org/cred   

3. The Community Composting Network (CCN): www.communitycompost.org

4. Source: ‘Dealing with Food Waste in the UK’, Hogg, Barth, Schleiss & Favoino, March 2007. Viewable on WRAP website: www.wrap.org.uk/downloads/Dealing_with_Food_Waste_-_Final_-_2_March_07.cdbc9fba.pdf
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