Lundy Island

he traditional waste management
Tprcc’rise on Lundy, as with so many

other islands, was simple - first burn
it and then tip the non-combustibles off
the cliff. So, in 2000, with Lundy now
designated a marine reserve, and with
greater enlightenment, (not to mention
legal constraints!) it was decided to
explore alternatives. The first solutions
still relied heavily on transporting all the
'waste' off the island.

I,

Wheeled bins and skips were trialled,
but wheelie bins did not work well on the
rough terrain and the 8 cubic yard skips
which had been used previously with
mixed waste were too heavy when filled
with separated putrescible waste or
glass, to be lifted on the ship. Smaller
skips were then used, but bad weather
means that the ship could not always
dock and stinking skipfulls would accu-
mulate. The island's passenger and sup-
ply ship MS Oldenburg can bring 250

tourists a time and sharing the deck with
a smelly skip is not a desirable part of the
tourist day trip!

In 2002 a grant was received from
Pennon (whose two main subsidiaries are
South-West Water and Viridor Waste Lid)
and a team of students from Exeter
University undertook a waste manage-
ment audit. This led to the introduction of
a compactor and the separation of the
dry recyclables but they were still left with
the biggest problem - the smelly stuff!

In January 2004 Aaron Custance (site
manager at Proper Job) and | showed
Paul Roberts, the manager of Lundy
Island, around the compost demonstra-
tion site in Chagford. He was desperate
for a solution to several 'waste' problems
on the island.

Paul was impressed with Aaron's in-
vessel composting technology, which has
featured in the 'Growing Heap' on many
occasions. Unfortunately Aaron has only
built prototypes of his technology so far
and so we recommended that a 'Rocket'
be used. We also suggested that a card-
board shredder would be useful as a mix
for the kitchen waste. Five to eight
tonnes of packaging is generated on the
island each year and that could be used
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as bedding, before being mixed with the
kitchen waste, also saving bringing so
much straw onto the island.

While Paul was with us we also talked
about ways to compost the sewage and
how to transform the waste cooking oll
into fuel - he left reeling with his head
stuffed full of new ideas. | was delighted
to find that by the end of the year that the
building that houses the compactor also
now has a 'Rocket', and a proper separa-
tion area for all the recyclables which are
picked up on the mainland by South
Molton Recycle.

Before Paul left he told us that Lundy
is a part of a small islands network. They
meet up and exchange ideas and best
practise, so | really hope that these ideas
will spread world-wide - and who know,
from there start to creep onto the main-
land!
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