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Checklist for 

Composting Standard Rule Permit - SR2010No14_500t
Draft v.1


This Permit allows up to 500 tonnes of material to be composted on site at any one time, whether openly or in-vessel. But because this tonnage can create an environmental risk from leachate, bioaerosols, noise, and odour etc then there are limits on where it can be sited and a charge for the Environment Agency to regulate this permit (the ‘polluter pays’ principle). Whether you have an existing site or are looking for a new site you will need to check its location and possibly infrastructure against the limits of the 500t standard rule permit. 
CCN Members can download a checklist with more detailed information and information sources from the Legislation section of the CCN forum. 
Location Restrictions Issues:
	No
	Yes
	Parameter or rule 

[ref to Standard Rule in permit]
	Notes


	
	
	Is the site 250m from any dwelling or workplace (not including your own) ?
[2.2.2a]
	 

	
	
	Is the site 500m away from any conservation site? 
· National Nature Reserves

· RAMSAR sites

· Special Protection Areas

· Special Areas of Conservation

· Sites of Special Scientific Interest Units

· Sites of Special Scientific Interest

[2.2.2b]
	

	
	
	Is the site 10m away from any watercourse?
[2.2.2c]
	

	
	
	Is the site 50m away from any borehole spring or well used for non-domestic or non-food purposes?
[2.2.2d]
	

	
	
	Is the site 250m away from any borehole, spring or well used to supply water for domestic or food production?
[2.2.2e]
	

	If your answer for any of these is YES, you may have to find a new site or explore the option of a bespoke permit.


Management of Pollution to Groundwater protection zones:
	Yes 
	No
	Parameter or limit
	Notes

	
	
	Is the site within a Groundwater Source protection Zone 1 or 2?
[3.2.1 – table 3.2]


	


Definitions of GWP Zones from the EA website:
“Zone 1 (Inner protection zone) - Any pollution that can travel to the borehole within 50 days from any point within the zone is classified as being inside zone 1. This applies at and below the water table. This zone also has a minimum 50 metre protection radius around the borehole. These criteria are designed to protect against the transmission of toxic chemicals and water-borne disease.

Zone 2 (Outer protection zone) - The outer zone covers pollution that takes up to 400 days to travel to the borehole, or 25% of the total catchment area – whichever area is the biggest. This travel time is the minimum amount of time that we think pollutants need to be diluted, reduced in strength or delayed by the time they reach the borehole. “
Site Management Issues:

In addition, the Standard Permit has specific site management requirements that were not required for the old Paragraph 12 Exemption. If you are applying for a new site you will need planning permission prior before the EA can award you a permit.
	Yes 
	No
	Issue
	Notes

	
	
	Do you have a nominated compost manager prepared to undertake competency training and/or testing?
[1.1.1b]
	

	
	
	Are you aware of which waste types need to composted in contained systems and which can be composted in open windrows ?
[2.3.1a]
	

	
	
	Do you have a written management plan and record keeping for your composting site?
[1.1.1a]
	

	
	
	If you are composting in a contained system, do you have a biofilter fitted?
[3.2.1 table 3.2 section 4]
	

	
	
	If you are composting in a contained system, are you doing it all, including maturation on an impermeable surface?

[3.2.1 table 3.2 section 3]
	

	
	
	Do you have moisture and temperature monitoring equipment available onsite?

[3.5.1; Table 3.5]
	

	
	
	Can you tell the difference between Aerobic and Anaerobic conditions in your composting system?

[3.5.1; Table 3.5]

	

	
	
	Do you keep records of the waste accepted onto your site and taken offsite? 
	


This checklist is not exhaustive and is intended as a quick reference guide to the main or most problematic requirements of SR2010No14, especially for those transferring from a Paragraph 12 Exemption. 
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